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THE DKAFT A8 NEWLY EXPLAINED.

We have notioed in some of our contempo¬
raries the statement tbat a new construction,, or

if not s r.ew construction at least a new explana-
lion, has been given to the last call of the Presi¬
dent for 500,000 troops. In commenting on this
.all the day after it was made public, we directed
the attention of our readers to the ambiguity of
its terms, and we miy add we have frequently had
oooasion to regret a want of distinctness, precision,
..Qd definiteness in many of the oidors direct-
ng the operations of the officers charged with exe¬

cuting the enrollment aot.
It is very probable that this obscurity proceeds

from the informal mauner in which tho business
affairs of the Government are oonducted under the
present Administration. This informality has be-
oome so marked that Senator Sherman, of Ohio, in
oommenting on it a few days ago, ventured to ex¬

press the deliberate opinion " that it is absolutely
impossible for the Government to be carried on

unless there is more information, harmony, and
aoquiesoence in its various Departments. It is
impossible for the Treasury Department to know
how much money is to be provided for a certain

purpose unless the estimates are submitted to the
Treasury Department."

Tlio practice of the Administration in the con-

duot of affairs, under the usages established by
President Linooln, was thus discussed by Mr. Sen¬
ator Johnson, of Maryland, in the same debate.
We quote from the official report of the proceed¬
ings of the Senate on the 12th instant:

k.iiA^T,t?U1d.1bth<? Practioe which been adopted
by tkia Administration is, when the Secretary of Hint*
want* to effect any thing in his Department he comes nnd
speaks te the Present for himself, and the first knowl«,lK«,
any other member of the Cabinet gets of what is g,i0|, on

"J" "7 ".WW.;to the other members of the Cabinet.

w j£btVe,?° PoU,»tilkl »°'ce with the President If I
had I would try to keep him in a path much straiter than
the one he is pursu.ng. I believe that he and his Cab.net
are doing what they understand to be for the best. If I
believed what I have heard coming from his friends on
this floor in relatioo to him and bis Cabinet 1 should think
the sooner we got rid o( the whole of them the better for

..hut 1 -uggest the mistake arises from the
wy fact of their not getting together aud deciding fur

pumied
10 J eouuoiI whst the best policy to be

"Now, the Secretary of the Treasury, who ought to be
advia«J of what are to be the demsudson his Department
cannot, id the nature of thing i, know what theywre to be'
J"! ®?cret*ry War tells him. or the President

I" ^",.Pr°babie We ,bB" rft" for ""m« two or

three hondred thousand men.' But as I uuden.t*nd it
acoording to their praetiee, and according to their practice
it must be so, the President determines to make a call for
eome two hundred thousand men without eon.ultiuv the

rewurv, or without consulting anybody
but the Secretary of War. The call is made, and the
.tuition of the Secretary of the Treasury is first called

fro£tLT!*J tbe proclamation
from the President calling for five buudred thousand more
men. He sees what the trouble is to be in his DeparU
SSll °r Ty hnCy Ltblkt he "*.> »,ra"8t bank-

M8?-. "enough to run the man mad. That Wimld

*1° Wb°, kr,0W bim ! but il '. 6r'"»k»
to run the country mad, as I think "

We incline to the opinion that many things in
the conduct of the different operations of the
Government, in the several Kxecutivc Depart¬
ment*, may be best done in tjw way adopted by
President Lincoln, but there are oth/e^a which
obviously require concert of counsel as the condi-
t on of unity and vigor in action.
Any reader who will recall the several orders

that were issued by the Proyogt Marshal General
in initiating the lirst draft under th» frnrpllment
l»w will be quite roady to infer tbat the difficulty
.f which Senator Sherman and Senator Johnson
oomplain extends to one of the ramifications of
the War Department. It was made painfully
evident to the whole oountry that that law was at¬

tempted to be put into execution without the pro¬
per preliminary care to methodize its operations
ud oommen/ ,hcm to the popular confidence. It
Wu of the vf first necessity that the equality of
its application should be plaoed beyond doubt or
oontroversy, and to this end the announcement of
its enforcement should h/jve been preceded by a

comparative tabular exhibit disclosing the quota of
each State and the grounds on whioh that quota
wm calculated »nd assigned. In the absence of suoh
an exposition the whole subject was left in a state
of mystery, confusion, and inoertitude exoeodingly
distressing to the popular mind.
To dispel the mystery still resting over the terms

of the last call it has just been explained, under
a new oonstruotion given to that call for 500,000
men, that the State of New Hampshire in entirely
exempt from tho peoessity of furnishing any addi¬
tional troops It was to be presumed that a rule

applied to one State would be made to hold good
in all, and accordingly we have the intimation th»t
New York is not to be so much troubled to meet

her liabilities under tie last oall an many of her
eiticens had feared. Tho interpretation by which
this reault is achieved is as follows : the President's
peremptory oall for 500,000 men docs not mean, it
is said, that that number of additional men is
wanted; nor does it mean even that 200,COO men

are wanted, over and above the 300,000 called for
on the 17th of October last. * It means that unde
all the calls only 500,000 men are wanted, against
whioh number are to be credited all that were

raised^by the draft of July last, (tho commutations
paid to be counted aa to many men;) also, all that
have been raised under the eai] of October for
800,000 men, and in faot all the men that have
fceaa or may be procured, by draft or volunteering,
from July last down to the 10th of Maroh next

This important information, instead of being
published simultaneously with the promulgation
of the President's order, is allowed to transpire in
the shtpe of knowledge gained on personal inquiry
at the offioe of the Provost Marshal General. For
instance, in the Buffalo Courief of the 16th instant
we find the following communication, addressed
by a gentleman of that, city to Supervisor Charloa
JE. Young, who has beea the most active member
of the County Committee on bounties and enlist¬
ments Mr. Alberger, being in Washington, was

requested by Mr. Young to ascertain the true state
of the case, and his statement is as follows:

" Wahhihgton, February 6, 18G4.
" C E. Young, Supervisor, Buffalo.

" Dear Sir : Agreeably to your request, I called uponthe Provost Marshal General for information respecting
the President's last call for uien. Col. Fry very prompt¬
ly gave it as the understanding that the last call was sim¬
ply the balance required to make up the call of 600,000
which yet remained from the draft of July, 1HG3, the vo¬
lunteers received between July and October 17th, aud
from the call of October 17th to February 1st.
" To make the statement perfectly plain, w* will sup¬

pose the quota of our county under a call of 500,000 to be
3,000; supposina that 1,000 were raised by substitutes,
drafted men and commutations paid under the draft of
July, 500 raised by volunteers between July and October
17th, and 1,000 under the call of October 17 to date, in
all 2,500; leaving but 500 to be raised under the last call.

"If you have raised your full number for a quota of
500,000, from July last to the present time, you will not
be required to raise any under the last call.

" I am, very truly, your obedient servant,
" F. A. ALBEROBR."

We need not indicate to the people of this Dis¬
trict how interesting to them is the information
thus obtained, to the effect that all the men raised
by the last draft, including the persons who paid
their commutation money, are to be oredited against
our quota under the draft for 500,000 men.

PAUL AMBROSE'S LETTERS.

The reader Will find in another part of to-day's
Intelligencer a continuation of the Letters of Paul
Ambrose. Those who read the earlier numbers
of the series will recall the ability, sagacity, and
fine analysis evinced by the writer in laying bare
the secret springs of the great insurrection which,
in the name of " secession," has convulsed the
land and drcnohed it *ith blood. And we hope
that none of our regular readers will be deterred
by its length from giving a careful perusal to the
paper we publish to-day from the same practised
pen. Emanating, nn we have previously stated,
from a Southern gentleman who for many years
occupied with distinction a seat in the National
Legislature, ajid who subsequently held a respon¬
sible post in the administration of an important
-Executive Department of the Government, these
disquisitions will be found to bear the marks of
practical statesmanship, in conjunction with a rare

faculty for penetrating and clearly stating the hid¬
den motives and subtle agencies which combined
to give the leaders of the insurrection such a fatal
supretnacy over that large portion of the Southern
people whom they induoed to embark in the ill-
fated movement of secession.

MR. DAYTON AND T1IK REBEL CRUISERS.
A Paris correspondent of the^few York Times states

that Minister Dayton has entered his protes!s with the
French Government with reference to the rebel vessels,
the Florida and the Rappahannock. Mr. Dayton object-
ed to the Florida being allowed to recruit a new crew in
place of the old one which had abandoned her, as a viola¬
tion of the neutrality laws. To this the French Govern
uient replied that they ouly count the men that eome in
on the vessel and go out on her; that they do not tHke
oognizanoe of the names or Rationality of the uien, but
only of their number; in fine, that they have nothing to
do with the personality of the met, »nd that they cannot
take cognizance of tbe fact that ohanges of persons are

made on board the vessel. The American Minister claim
ed, nevertheless, that no sailor c*n be recruited for the
vessel in a French port without a violation of their own

law ; aud he argues further, that they might as well apply
the principle of number and not of men to cannon and
other artiwet of the first necessity on board ship, a prin¬
ciple obviously unfair, stnae inferior men, the same as in¬
ferior cannon, may be thus cont anally replaced by good
ones.

With regard to the Rappahannock the French Govern¬
ment decis.ro tbaf; she came into port utider stress of
weather, and must be permitted to wake repairs. Sub¬
sequently, when 140 packages arrived for her, Mr Dayton
formally protested against their being allowed to go on

board, but on the ground that they contained atticles
Qecessary for the repair of tbe accident that had befallen
her machinery they were permitted to go on board. Mr.
Dayton has been assured that a* the vessel came into port
a merchantman, she must go out the same ; she will n< t
be permitted to obtain a single article in a French port
for war purposes. She ottne in a disabled merchantman,
and may gq oiff a repaired one, but nothing more. And
that there may be iio duceptiuq about this the French
maritime police, in accordance with order* from Paris,
vuit the vessel every day. The American Minister is not
satisfied with the conduct of the French Marine Office in
this case, and has strongly protested against it.

THE REHABILITATION OF FLORIDA.

Tbe following order, recently (issued in tbe Department
of the South, eiplains the transfer of troops to Florida
under Gen. Gillmore, about which there has be^u a good
deal of speculation:

Headquarters Department op the South, "

Hiltbn Head, (8. C.) January 31, 1864.
In accordance with the provisions of tbe Presidential

proclamation of pardon and vmoe.ty', givan at Washing¬
ton on the 8lh day of December, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and siity-three, and in pur¬
suance of instructions received from the President of tbe
United States, Major J >hn Hay, Assistant Adjutant Gene*
ral, will pf«/C,Ne;l f/< Fernandina, Florida, and ofher'onve-
nient points in that State, for the pi?rpo«o Qf extending (othe citizens of the State of ^ lorid* an opportunity to ayail
themselves of the benefits of that proclamation by offering
(or their signature f|)e oath of allegiance therein presoribed,
and by issuing to all tbosn subsoribing to s*id oath eertifl-
cates entitling them to the bt-nefila of the proclamation.
Fugitive eitiaens of tbe State of Florida within the limits
of this Department will have an opportunity to subscribe
to the same oath snd secure certificates in the office of the
Post CoinmanJer jt Hilton Head, South Carolina.
By command of Msj. Gen. U. A. Gillmore :

Ep. W. bSiiTil, Ass't Adj't General.

FLEECING NEGRO RECRUITS,
The New York Evening Post of Wednesday saya t " It

appears from the statement of two hundred and suty-
three men belonging to the Twentieth regiment United
states colored troops, now on Riker's Island, that they
received only f'4l,lCI bounty, or abont each, while
the county paid the brokers %7rt,600
therefore, or $W0 for each man, weijt into the bands of
tfcrt runners."

THE NEXT PRESIDENCY.
As the followiog Circuar Letter, though marked

" strictly private," has found its way to the light
in the columns of a city oonteiuporary, we give it
insertion in our own, as belonging to the current
political history of the times thrjugh which we

are passing. The fact that it is marked " striotly
private" may perhaps be justly said to have pro¬
cured for it an earlier publicity than it vrould have
otherwise received, and, as the originators of this
movement in favor of the present distinguished
Secretary of the Treasury could not have expected
to give force and effect to their views by any thing
less than a public indication of their preferences,
the circular was, in any event, destined sooner or
later to take the shape of a public manifesto. At
any rate, no one will dispute the right its authors
possess, in common with their countrymen, to can¬
vass the claims of rival candidates for the next
Presidential term, destined to oover a period
fraught with issues that will require the highest
statesmanship which the nation can command. It
was perhaps impossible for them to express their
preferences for the eminent citizen they have desig¬
nated without seeming to come in conflict with the
claims of the present incumbent of the offioe to a

re-election, but as the whole subject has been
already opened by the friends of the latter, there
oan, we suppose, be no oomplaint as to the time¬
liness of this demonstration.

[Strictly Private."]
Washington, (D. C.) February, 18f>4.

Sih : The movement# recently made throughout the
country to secure the re Domination of President Lincoln
render neceasary aome counteraction on the part of those
unconditional frieode of the Union who differ from the
policy of hia Administration.
80 long as no efl'orta were made to forestall the politicalaction of the people it was.both wise and patriotic for all

true friends of the Government to devote their influence
to the suppression of the rebellion. But when it become*
evident that party machinery and official influence are
being ueed to secure the perpetuation of the preaent Ad¬
ministration, thoae who conicientiously believe that the
interests of the country and of freedom demand a changein favor of vigor and purity and nationality have no choice
but to appeal at once to the people, before it shall be too
late to secure a fair discusxion ol principles.
Those in behalf of whom this communication is made

ha^e thoughtfully surveyed the political field, and have
arrived at the following conclusions:

1. That, even were the re-election of Mr Lincoln desir¬
able, it is practically impossible against the union of in¬
fluences which will oppose him.

2. That should be be re-elected his manifest tendencytowards compromises and temporary expedients of policywill become stsonger dining a second term than it ban been
in the first, and the cause ot human liberty an<l the dignityand honor of the nation suffer proportionately; while the
war niny continue to languish during bis whole Adminis
tration. till the public debt shall become a burden too greatto be borne.

3. That the patronage of the Government, through the
necessities of the war, has been so rapidly increased, arid
to such an enormous extent, and so loo»ely placed, as to
render the application of the "one term principle" abso¬
lutely essential to the certain safety of our republican in
.¦titutions-V That we find united in Hon. Salmon P. Chase more
of the qualities needed in a President during the next four
years than are combined in any other available candidate;
his record, clear and unimpeachable, showing him to be a
statesman of rare ability, and an administrator of the very
highest order, while his private character furnishes the
surest obtainable guaranty of economy and purity in the
management ol public affairs.

5. That the discussion of the Presidential question,
already commenced by the friends of Mr Lincoln, has de¬
veloped a popularity and strength in Mr Chase unexpected
even to bis warmest admirers; and, while we are aware
that this strength is at preseut unorganieed and in no con¬
dition to manifest its teal magnitude, we are satisfied that
it only needs systematic and laithful effort to develop it to
an extent sufficient to overcome all opposing obstacles
For these reasons, the frieuds of Mr Cha«e have deter¬

mined on mea»ures which shall present his claims fairly
and at once to the country. A central organization has
beeu effected, which al.eady has its connections in all the
States, aud the objeet nf which is to euable his frieuds
every where most effectually to promote his elevation to
the Presidency. We wish the hearty co-operation of all
those in favor of the speedy restoration of tfce Union upon
the basis of universal treedoiu, and who desire an adminis
tration of the Government, during the first period of its
new life, whi^u shall, to the fullest extent, develop Un¬
capacity of free institutions, enlarge the resotjreeQ of the
country, diminish the burdens of taxation, elevate the
standard of public and private morality, vindicate the honor
of (he Republic before the world, and in all things make
our American nationality the fairest example for imitation
which human progress has ever achieved.

If these objects meet your approval, you can render
efficient aid by exerting yourself at once to organise yours*M3tion of the country, and by corresponding with the
Chairman of the National Executive Committee, for the
purpose either <» receiving or .mpartjug information.

Very respectfully,
S C. POMEROY,

Chairman National Executive Committee.

POLITICS IN MARYLAND

'1 he Union State Convention of Maryland assembled at
Baltimore Monday, and was called to order by Colleotor
Hoffman, who read the call of the Unconditional Union
Central Committee. There was a full attendance of dele¬
gates, every county being represented. Sf.ii ahtian F.
8TREKTF.R, of Baltimore, was called temporarily to the
chair. The credentials of members being presented, a

motion was made that a committee on credeotiala be ap¬
pointed by the Chair, and an amendment proposed that
each county appoint the member to represent it on the
committee. This (the American says) appeared to be a

test question, the friends of Henry Winter Davia propos¬
ing and favoring the appointment of tfce committee by the
Chair, whilst thoae opposing him voted for the appointment
by tiie delegates The vote being taken, resulted in favor
of the latter.aye# 42, nays The Chairman appointed
a committee on resolutions, and the Convention took a re¬
cess until three o'clock.
A despatch from Baltimore last night states that the

tone of the Convention was strong for immediate emanri
pation, arid resolutions were adopted endowing the Ad¬
ministration and declaring President Lincoln to be the
first and only ohoice for the next Presidential term

PENNSYLVANIA SENATE.
An election was held on Fridsy last in the twenty first

senatorial district of Pennsylvania, composed of the coun-
ies nf Indiana and Arm»trong, to supply the vacancy
occasioned by the alleged resignation qf Mtyor Harry
White, now ^ pr soner at Rid mond, and whose absence
from Harriaburg, leaving the Senate a tie, has thus far
prevented the organization of that body. Dr. fhomas St.
Clair, a Republican, was chosen to succeed him. This
district usually polls from fifteen to sixteen hundred ma¬
jority againat the Democrats.

General Fremont writes to Mnjor General Schenck
chairman of the House Miliary Committee, that he re¬

quested to be relieved from th« army of Virginia because
|ie " regard^ the order wbjoh reduced him to aerre
under General Pope as an unmerited insult that aince
then be has been waiting orders; that he was once
promised a command, but did not get it; that he has kept
part of his staff, to have their services when he should be
recalled to active service; and that he has drawn his pay," since the elo»e of the laat session of Congress, to be
applied where it might alleviate distress's resulting from
tfte war, and it ha# been umd aeoordingly.". IV y Pott,

CONGRESSIONAL.
FREEDMEN'S bureau.the negro policy.
The House of Repretentativei, on the 19th instant,

resumed the consideration of the House bill to establitb
a Bureau of Freedmen's Affaire, reported rom the select
committee ou the subject.
Mr KALBFLEISCH tpoke in opposition to tbe bill.

He thought that the most sincere frieuda of these Ireed-
uieu of African desoent only demand that they be taken
care of during their infancy an freeduiea, and a wbole
aouie guardianship be plaoed over them during that pe¬riod, ant tbia, in bn opinion, ibould be doue by the phi¬lanthropist and charitable.

II these freeduien (be aaid) are incapable of assumingtbe right* and privilege* to which tbey seem to be eutitled
under the emancipation proclamation of tbe President or
any legislative action, and are mentally unable to performtbe duties devolving upon them in their new social rela
tionthip, aud are insensible of the fact that they are reallyfreeduien, they shnul<i be made aware of it at once to tho
fullest extent their perception will adiutt; aud to this
end Government might perhaps be justified in lend ins its
aid; not, however, by undertaking to regulate tbeir affairs
through tbe agency of Government officials, for expe¬
rience mu»t have long since convinced tbe most skepticalthat there is no safety in such a system as it proposed bythe bill under consideration. Let the intention of its
frnmers have been ever so pure and honest, tbe proposed
mMiner of putting tbe bureau into operation is defective,unjustifiable, and fallacious from its iuception ; it wouldbe next to impossible) to find ho large a number of em-
plojes as would be nece»sary to honestly and fuitblully
carry out. the benevolent intention* of tbe bill.

If it is iutended to cultivate the ooufisrated or aban¬
doned lands or plantations aud improvements as they now
exist, and place these freeduien upon them with an official
to govern and control their labor and domestic affairs, a*
appears to be contemplated, who can doubt for a moment
that it will institute a species of servitude which must
prove worse in its results than the system of slavery it
seeks to destroy ? It ought not therefore to receive the
countenance of any ore who is opposed to supplanting oneevil he knows by another he knows not of, and which n.ay
prove tbe greater of the two.

If, on tbe other hand, it is intended to divide the confis¬
cated or abandoned land* iuto small parcels, tenement
and all necessary outbuildings will have to be erected for
tbe accommodation of the freeduien, and farming utensils
and rattle procured for their use. Should the SupremeCourt of the United States decide.as he did not doubt it
would.that the Government only acquires the right to
hold confiscated real estate during the lifetime of the per
son attaiuted of treason, the incurring of the vastexpendi
ture nere»*ary to carry out the purposes of the bill upon
so Might a tenure would be madness in the extreme, eri-
tirely unwarrantable and, granting even that it could be
legally done, it is without a semblance of justification to
urge in its favor.
There does not appear to be any limitation as to the

amount of money to be expended under the provisions of
,tbe bill. The general power it confers to issue bond* for
purposes named therein without fixing the amount, even
admitting the whole action to be within the scope and
power of Congressional leg station, it one which should only
be delegated 111 cat-*s of tbe most urgent necessity.
The proposed project would enable the Federal Govern¬

ment to s*iz« upon lands origiortlly abandoned by tbeir loyal
owner, under circumstances entirely beyond his control, se
Irct a class of people who are to hold them, and prescribe
tbe terms by which they are to be held ; an exercise of
power more despotic than the imperial Government of
Russia within any portion of its territory. It destroys »t
a blow tbe solemnly guarded power of States over their
lands and inhabitants, and may give to social and political
enemies iu remote portions ot the country guprem* legis
latum in those matters of State and domestic concern
which a free people claim exclusively the right to exercise
themselves. No portion of tbe American people would for
one moment permit tbeir lands to be thus taken from th-m
hn I placed in possession of the negro race without a
hloony resistance. The descendants f a free race who
had been despoiled of their rightful inheritance, prompted
by H determination to remove au ever-present humiliation,
would require for their permanent subjugation a military
f roe that would impoverish our people and jeopard our
liberties.

. . .The proj ct is a disloyal and unpatriotic impediment :a
tbe way 01 restoring this once happy Union. It is a part
of a policy which is attempting |he impoasible thing, that
of bringing up the negro raoe to a participation with the
white 111 tbe privileges aud dutieu of citixens. It llret
makea them tree by force, and tben, because they a'e an

abjtct and helpless people, they deprive American citixens
without process of law of tbeir lands, place the negioes
in possession of them, and undertake to maintaiu them
there.
The plan proposed by the bill opens the way to greatfraud, and places the African, freedinen under masters

who can have no sympathy with tbeui aud are controlled
by a legisUtive body remote from them. If Congress pos¬
sesses tbe power to provide iq manner for these eiuui
cipated tl^vps, whe-re is the power to end t I* it confined
to freeduien of African descent, or can Congress legislate
to provide as well for the unfortunate whites and the rem-
nant of Colored people to be found In the free States) II
so, it require* but little sagacity to foretell what results
might be caused in consequence of allowing this bill to
become the entering wedge to a system of legislation
which could not be other than deplorable in its effects
upon our socisl condition.

Mr. BROOKS also addressed the House in opposition
to tbe bill. He said that the territory on which it is to
operate 1* larger than were the whole thirteen orig'iial
States a territory extending from the shores of the Poto¬
mac to the Ri-» Grande ; and a bill enacting in sut.staiioe
that all that vast territory, in connection with the confisca
tion bill that b.i been passed, is to be dispossessed of its
preterit holders and to be occup.ed by tbe black race, with
masters t'roui a distant country to rule over them Th»
bill is vast, therefore, in its territory, vast in its objects,
vast in it* purposes, vast |u it; intentions. It establishes a
new bureau of the government, having the seeds in it ot a

great department, which, at we are told in a quotation
trooi tbe> Solicitor of the War Itepartment.it in the end
likely to produce an oftleer who it to have a seat in the
Cabinet and be an adviser of the President. The bill, too,
it illimitable in expente. No one can tee or foresee what
amount of mouey is to be expended under it. Modest in
name, wi'h it* commistionert and its tub commit*(oners, I
with its clerk* and superintendent, yet it is a bill with
great pret*nsiops and ureal consequence* and liab li-
t,es, and 1* therefore to have a vast lutluei.ee on the coun¬
try. Superintendents, masters, clerks, employes, persons
of all kinds and classes, are to be transported bv this bill
fiom one latitude to another, under thj superintendence
of the (jovernm«ntf.,
A superior iaee it now, under tbe decree of thit b II, to

oome in oonflict with an inferior race; the African it to
be met with tbe white man; the poor, humble ton of
Africa is to come into competition and oonflmt with the
astute Massachusetts white taskmaster. Slavery, there¬
fore, in thit conflict of ^acea, it uot only to be abolithed,
D.<t the tlave it to te aboliah> d alto. Two races, the su¬
perior and tbe inferior, cannot live in equality. The law
of nature, aud etpecially the law of settlement on this
Continent, thowt that an inferior race perithet when at-
t mpting to live on terini of equality wit^ a rw* »h«t it
superior. Dinoati'. desolatio^, and death are therefore
l}je doom of the hapiest negro If the census of this $itycould be taken of the original slave* who were here when
emancipation wa« decreed in thit District, thirty percent,of them would be found in rtieir graves Look at thehovel* that surround this Cap'tol. J.oofc tt the miserable
assemblages of emancipated Africans >n this city, huddled
five or tiX familiet iu a little room, literally rotting with
disease, under your decree of eii^nctpation. Look
tbe race ia being eitennina'ed in your fr^dmen't camp*
on the banks of the ^is^tpppt, t(>e great lather of wa'er*.
Sye ttbat a «peetac|e it there pre*ented. Death iacuttin"
down hundreds, thousands, and tens of thousands a* death
seldom cut down mortal man belo^e. i>eath there is the
doomed d.cree to the ^frican As surely as the plague*of Ij iridon or-Athens decreed the death of tbe stricken
victims, sp surely does the m^rph of tfee army, liberating
tho negro from all proteotion and surrei dering him to tbe
cruel, merciless employment of the calculating white
man, doom bim to disease, hunger, starvstiou, aud deaib
Mr BimhiK* said that while he, with others, utourued

the de*tructioii of tbe laws of his Country, iie must oea«e
protesting and resisting musttBingtas they aie Mnnt
accept tact* accomplished and abide by tbe consequences.
Hence he recognised the abolition of slavery; and he in
tended to act hereafter upon that recognition, because it ,4
inevitable. 80 far as he had influence he intended to with¬
draw that question from the exciting canvass of tbe day,
and to go before tbe people upou other matters of
difference.
The an* ety I now feel (said Mr. It ) is not for fhe cog re,

but f>r the liberty of the white until: tba continued con¬
stitutions! liberty ol tbe wh'te u»an 4 '***. ,,ow wbat
m*> becoaif of tbe uegro, at a Ireedmau, while \ care all
im securing (be white man some guarantee h>r bit liberty,

t is therefore the while man's liberty, not the negro'siberty, that hereafter is tu interest me in the disou*M"Ht

before tbia House. The violence of Massachusetts ha*
done in two or three year* ouly what Christ or the church
of Christ waa twelve or fifteen hundred years iu acci ui-

pliahing io the Komau empire. The Saviour himself atruck
uot «>tf the chaina of the alavea whom he addressed from
the Mount of Oiivea! Nor did the Apostle Paul, in bia ad¬
dress on Mara Hill, in front of Athena, atrike off tlie chains
of the slave in a moment or au hour. But he ibculr&U-d
principles, he sowed tbe aeed which waa twelve or fifteen
hundred years in ripening, but which iu tbe end brought
about the desired end without war or the violent loaa ol hie.
But here iu two or three yeara we have madly attemptedthe liberation of the uegro, aud at wbat oust 1 A million
of men have been drawn from their bouaebolda aud fire-
aidea iuto tbe army, aud a million more are to be sacrificed
iu the hospitals by diaeaaes, whiln at the asrne time a debt
i« faateued upon ua of thousand* of millions of dollars.
Before we have finished the war the debt wiil be four
thousand Diilliooa.a huge, monstrous, and crushing
debt.which will inflict upon poatetity, upon my children,
your children, and their children heieafter for hundreds
of yeara, a taxatiou under which they will groan a* negroslaves iiavw groaued uuder the white muster; a taxation
of thirty cents ou the day laborer's dollar. Three yeara
ago we bad no uatiou&l debt worth a moment's considera¬
tion ; but during Ihia civil war, in only two or three years,uuder the spirit which baa guided it, we have bad inflicted
on na a national debt now nearly, or toon to be, aa large
a« the mitioual debt of Great Britain, aud which will gnudthe people of tbia country for hundreds and hundred* of
yeara, if this war is longer persisted iu in the spirit which
now animates the country.

I recognise the abolition of slavery as existing for other
reasons than 1 have giveu, and call to a law of the rebel
Congress which I now bold in my band. Tbe tirst sec¬
tion of this uct declares that all male free negroes shall
be conscript* d and brought into the Southern army. The
aeoond section of the act provides for organizing twentythouaaud of tbe Southern slaves, not exactly as soldiers,
but as sappers, miners, and navvies, or laborers, iu the
Southern armies. The South, therefore, has taken tbe
secondary step to the first step which was taken by tbe
people of the North. There is the Southern act for arm¬
ing first the free negroes of the S< uth and second for arm¬
ing the Southern slaves. This of itself i« the abolition of
slavery io the rebel States ; for the moment arms ure putiuto the hands of slaves, that moment slavery is abolished,
So;:ib as .» North. The necessities of thin war will
compel liie rebeis of the South more and more to him
thi ir slaves, ai.d tbus more and more to abolish their slaves.
If, then, war lasts two years, we »ball see every able-
bodied tie jro in tbe South that can be spared either in the
t'&ltlt fid i or as laborers iu preparation of the battle tield
They muat, they will take that course. Imperious neces¬
sity eiacta u of them The negro of the North will meet
tbe negro of the South ; and when "Greek meeta Greek
then comes the tug of war." On oil, then, conscript the
negro ; re-enslave the negro. It is the best thing ynu ca.i
do in humai.ity and philaulhopy to the negro to re-enslave
him and doom him to tbe army. You have mad*- th » a
negro abolition war. You have changed its original pur
pose, and therefore the uegro should be called out, and
should fight the battles of the pftrty which has taken them
iuto their keeping. I do not, for oue, intend to resist
your movement* in that respect any longer.

This " freedmen'a bill," na it ia culled, id not worthy of
n practieal uiind. The whole acbeuie ia one of moneymilking the whole scheme iii one for the use of' the dUcK
race by Northern maatera. But it', in the name «.f hu-
inanity, you are acting fur these negroes, introduce aouio
more pmclical measure, without consolidating aad oen
tralizii g all the prwer* of this Government Do not aban
don the beautiful tbmry of States, and convert this Got
erument into a cons<>lida'ion and centralisation, solely for
ibe money making purposes of this bill. Make it practi¬cal.make it self-supporting. I>o not burden the federal
Treasuiy with it. Let it take care of itself, as is the theo¬
ry of our Government. We have no more right to feed
and support negroes thud we have t > feed stud supportwhite men. The thing is not written in the Constitution.
It i* not wiitteu in human nature. If you are to advance
the pay oi' negroes iti the aruiy, make tbeui, as you make
white soldiers, support their wives and childreu. Qiv-<
the negro eight or nine dollars a month and subtract lour
or rive dollars for the support of Li* wife and childrnI protest against my f.onstitueuta being tixed for it1 protest in tfce name of the laborer if Ibe North, In the
:i»uje or the woikman of tbe North, in the name of the
capitalist* of tbe North. I pmtpa# against it iu beb'ilf of
the white women and white'children of the North Bur
deu lot lfc> Treasury with the support of Southern d<-
groes II it be a mere scheme of ii.nlauthropy and benevoI'M'ce I will cnntribiif.- to it, acmding to my mean-., **
much as othe» gentlemen will contribute; but come not
to the Federal Treasury for tbe support and susteunnce
of the negro.

At the close of Mr Brook's remark* the House pro
ceeded to tbe consideration of the naval appropriation
bill. '

Mr. C. A WHI I B, of Ohio, b<iiog entitled tu the floor,addressed tbe House during the allotted hour in discuss
ing onestuius which be conceived to be of vital moment to
the <iause of the Union ajid of free government lie main¬
tained that the war in which we aieeugaged is wrong iu
itself; that the policy adopted by tbe party iu power for
its prosecution (a wrong ; that Ike Union cannot be re¬
stored, or, if restored, maintained by the exercise of tbe
ooercive power of the Government.by war; that the
war is opposed to the restoration of the Uuiou, deslmc
tive of the rights of the .States and the liberties of the peo¬ple ; and that it ought, therefore, to be brought to a speedyand immediate clone.

If he were asked bow he would make peace he should
answer, by reconciling tbe differences o| opinion, that
conflict of priuciple which ia the so'o cause ot ibe war, byfair, honorable, just. Hini reasonable concessions.not bymeeting it, lighting it, and crushing it. He did not Ihiufc.
that tins is the whole sum of our moral, aocial. a:«d pohtical dutiea. That ia tbe voice of paaa>on, au>l not the lan¬
guage of reason. It is the sentiment that burns churches
mid cooventa, whips \Juikera, inspires the horrors of the
inquisition, aud which has reddened h- pagea of history
wi h the ahed blood of the mnityra, aumta, and herres of
ail agrs lie had chenatnd the hope tbat the progresa ol
Christianity aud tbe march of an enlightened civilization
bud carried ua beyond this point. If we ahould succeed
in overrunning the South with our arms, aud redu-,ung |them to a state of subjection by force, we wo told be nri
very far, from a restoration of the \.Tn»«o. Tbat ^
a Union founded in force, and not Qt>nseat--the very oppo¬site ot that e^ttiUisheU 6y the wud«;ai of oar lathers It\ynu«d be the uuioQ of Kr<g>atid with I rerand, of Polandwith Kussift. of Hungary with Austria.a Union to beeiecrated and despised by every true American whobreathes that spirit oi patriotic, piety that animated thebosoms of * ^r fathers. It would be a Union of hate,piuued together by bayonets.a Union wbiob it would cost
us our liberties to maintaiu, w hich oou!«l only be pre¬served by the unholy trinity of perpetual war, perpetualtaxation, w>d perpetual conscription. He bad no heartfor aucb a Union as that} he rejected it, and ahould re-

tard its establishment tbe greateat cal.ionty that ever
efell this country except tbe war which produced it.
War, he argued, cannot restore the Union, matcUm the

supremacy of the Constitution, arid enforce t*e lawa in
the revolting Statea. Tbe aubjugatio* ol th^»e States ami
the holding and governing of theui as subject provinceswould involve the l*sa of our owu liberties, require a largeatandi'ig army, oppresaive taxation. and a system of forced
poirecription revolting t« a free people, utterly at war
with the fundamental law of the laud, a< d subversive of
the principles upon which the Union of tbe States are
founded. Then shall wo wage a war against the ('onfederate SfaU'u witn tbe view and for tbe purpoae of an¬
nihilating and driving into banishment th> u entire white
population ' huch a war would h» revolting to th« moral
sense of the civilized work) ai d shocking to humanity.Subjugation k* regarded aa not only impolitic, hut lm-
pi ;sihle. We are impaleil upon a dilemma that has but(wo horns, Anil we must cboosv upon which we will throwouraelvrB.peace b',' u eotnprmuiae of contl ctmg interests,principles. W«d opinions, or an ei terminating war of the
North against the South. \\? k<d just as well prepareonr minds to meet this iss^e. Twenty million people pi a
aessed of all t^e physical and material resources withw|ii^h it bad pleased God to hlesa us might possibly <io-stroy, sweep from the face of tbe eartb, tb,e su millionaof our race and blood inhabiting the Confederate StatesSuch a thing might be posti^e, hut before entering uponsuch a work it Wotyld be wise to mike some calculation oftbe profit and loss to be necesaauly incurred. A war|iro»eeuted to such extremities as that cannot be terminated in five, ten, or even twenty years. The constantdraft upon the energies i>f Uie Government would compelit to make currespMndiun requisitions upon the life, blood,and lyeaawre of the people who would have uothiug tbat it
was not disloyal to Call their ovtrn- Under thia processthe Govermnent would, lik« ai. athlete man. grow strongerby the contmual exertion of its strength the people growweak juat m ^i.yortion as the (Government grows stronger.N<». would th« necesaiiy of the Govermoent cease withthe war. The burdens of au untold amount of uationaindebtedness a;,.I other cau-ea will crsate % neeesaity for
a s »ong centralised Government, tkal its exorbitant demanda upon the fnnta ol labor may be enforced Tho
jreat conflict between capital and labor is piat now beinginaugurated Tbe (Government b.»nds Which representthe indebtedness of the country are being purchased up

by the capitalists of the Eiat at thirty five and forty percunt. below the par of constitutional currency, and tbeyare receiving six per cent. interest thereou in geld. Ourindebtedness in now popularly stated at tbree thousandmillion* ot dollar*, aod is increasing at tbe rate of moretbhn two millions per day. All thia indebtedness will gointo I he hands of capital »U exempt from State. Federal,or municipal taxation. The result of all tbii ia ihat tbeproduct ot labor or the laboiing producing masses ofthe country will owe to the capita'ist non-producing class
an amount equal to oue fourth tbe value of the entire tux-able property in the United State*. The principal ffioe,then, which your Government will have to perform afterthis war in at an end will bo to provide for and enforce
p yuient of then* exorbitant demands of the rich upon the
poor, acting simply the part of a trustee or receiver,wrenching tbe money tjuui tbe fists of one olass and emp¬tying it into the c< ffera of the otters. What will be thereault of thia new state of thing* tbruat upon ua by the
war I The establishment of classes, a pedantry and anariatocracy. 1 be aame causes that produced theae r«#aullsIn the Old World will in the New.
Mr. White said that the ruin impending our systemmay be retrieved and averted by a speedy peace; but iftbe war ia to be prosecuted to the extremity of extermin¬ation, he could aee nothing in it but the utter wreck audoverthrow of our proud fabric of free government, and tbeerection upon it* ruins of an absolute imperial despotismthat may wield its barren sceptre over the waste and des¬olate fluids of the South, the prostrate liberties and bleed¬ing forma of freedom at the North. Theae results hedeemed so certain, so inevitable, and so apparent, that becould not believe that the rt fleeting, thinking, and reason¬ing men of tbe Republican party intended them. Hewoiil.J do them the justice to believe that they entertained

no such monstrous ideau and cherished no auch hideous
purposes. He did not believe that they were prosecutingthe war lor any purpose of subjugation or extermination,unless subjugation and extermination become necessary totbe acoomplishmeut of the real purpose they have iu view.That purpose ia the abolition of slave, y in every Statewhere it exists. This never has been a war for the Consttutiou and the Union, as the popular phrase goes, but it
was inaugurated aud has been conducted solely and ex¬clusively lor the purpose of abolishing slavery. War isthe great shibboleth with which they expect to scourgeslavery from the land, arid maintain aud perpetrate theirpolitical ascendency. Until these objects are accomplishedtbey do uot intend that peace, harmony, and union shallprevail. The measure of the extent to which tbey will g<»will be ju*t what the emergencies that arise in the pro¬gress of events may require. Should the path to tbe ob¬ject of the r desire load them over the ruined, shattered,dissevered tragments of a bioken and dismembered Union,a torn, tattered, desecrated Constitution, aud tbe rums of
a Government iu which are concentrated all the best hopesof the patriot for freedom and civilisation, not halting for
a moment, they will press forward lo the accomplishmentof their wonted object regardless of couscqiienccs. Drivenon by the irresistible impulse of a blind revolutionary i.eal,buggiug the delusive phantom of universal emancipation,inspired with tbe vain hallucination of giving '<-eedoin tofour million slaves, they s -em to know not (bat they arereducing themselves and more than tw:,i,ty-#ix million ofth!'ir own race to the same condition, and sacrificing allthe fruit of our revolutionary straggle.Consider for * moment tbe consequence of turning loosein our mi-'.st these four million houseless, homeless, andpr< pertyless fugitives, with nil the prejudices of race and
east-« existing among us. Kigbt here is where the irre¬pressible conflict aboiit which we beard ao much begin*.These prejudices are " things which are of ourselves apart." We cannot get lid of th> m if we would. Thesefreedmen will at once be brought in competition with the .labourg mas-es in that section of the Union w here ti,efates have ca*t their lots in the agricultural region ol theNorthwest, and that, too, at a ttu»e of all others leastsuspicious, when Ihe labor of the country is depressed,crushed to the earth by an almost fabulous aun unt ofnational indeb'eduess SJischief making abolitionists willuot be te,u*Ded with emancipation, but they will inspirethu i ace with the dream first of political then son aequality. The collision of conflicting principles and in¬
terests, the coi.flict ol white und black lab .r. inspired bythe prejudices of race and caste, which when fully aroused
are stronger I ban any otber, will inevitably produce a col¬
lision of races. II it ever begins, aud 1 believe it will,then the poor African wil have occasion, if there ever waa
such an occasion, to exclaim " God save me fro«3i myfriends .** Then we shall have a renewal of th^t terribleconflict between tbe Spaniards and the Mo.,rs, which forcold aud implacable ferocitv is without a parallel in history.There the prejudices of race aud ca^le were arrayrJ againsteach other, inspired by that pride arid heroic chivalrywhich was the characteristic of that age. That contestresulted in tbe annihilation and ostracism of tbe> Moorish
rac* from the *>il of Spain. And if this c mtest betweeathe r*Ci»s iere ever begins it will not stop short of the
extermination of the colored race, and none of us will live
to see the end of the dem>ralitlng consequences of such a
struggle. Hurely, then, this is an unwelcome feast towhich we are inviting the colored people of our country.There are the only legitimate fruits of the war. It. bodes
no good either to the white or colored race.

Mr. W held that there is no coufl:ct of principles betweenthe North and the Month. Our troubles h>v* grown out
ol difl'-reiices of opinion as to the construction of tbe Cou-stitutinu upon matters affecting the rights of the States,their institutions, and the right *>f individuals to be secure
in the possession and nijoymeut of private property. II
these conflicting opinions were reconciled the cause of
the war would cease to exist and the war with it. Theu
(said he) let us reconcile those conflicting opinions, a*
they only can be reconcile*), by mutual concessions.theNorlli by removing every giound of apprehension and
making every rnau, woman, aud child feel a cor.spiou*
sense ol security iu the Union, in the undisturbed posses¬
ion and enjoyment of all tbe institutions of their States\uil the lights o| their pe'rs «ns ; the S.iuth by coming>a< k into the Uhi< ii, yielding an nnpl.oit and willing obe-
lieuw »o its authority ; aud, thus united, to devote all our
-iierglea to tbe reparation of tbe injuries and ravages of
war, and, as one happy ai:d prosperous people, renew our
march on the great hifcfcway of progress and of Christiansivilixatmn to ihat goal which a beneficient Benefactor
das set in i|tur« lo' us.

Mr. SC'iKNCK, from the eoniHiittee of conference onthe ''i-agrecing votes of tbe two Houses on the amend
ment* to the oonscriptlon bill, made a report, which, after
explanation, was agreed to.yeas 71, uays 23.
And th.-n the 1I< u«e adjourned t<> Tuesday.

deserters from the enemy.
A circular issued from the military beadquarters of the

Department of Washington directs t.'aal, in accordance
with instructions from the Secretary of War, deserters
from the ei.euiy who come into our lu.e*. and on examina¬
tion prove t<> be bona fide deserters, with the intention of
t-iking the oath of allegianoe unde« the President's am¬
nesty prucliniation, shall be irnt to tbe Pruvoat Marshal
General defeneea south of the Potomac, by whom theywill be released on taking the oath of allegiance. It ia
further ordered that the bo rres of such persons shall h«
bought by the (Quartermaster's D«-partmeut, at a valuation
determined by a board of appr»i»euient, if the publie aer-
vice needs them, «>r be kept in their possession for suoh
disposition as they shall elect to make of them. No per-aonal property, etcepting arms, will be taken from
deserters.

A FIGHT NEAR DRAINSVILLE
On Monday morning, about 11 o'clock, as a detachment

of the 21 Massncliusetts c tvalry, un>ler command of CaptJ. L. Reed, who hitd been out on a scouting expedition,
were returning towards Dramsville, (Va ) on the wsy to
Vienna, ihey were attacked on the Drainaville pike, abouttwo miles from the latter place, by a gang of rebel guer¬rilla*. supposed to be under Mo*by, conceal*d in tbe pine*.In the detachment i f the yd Massachusetts there were onehundred ai d fifty un-n, while Mosby, it is supposed, had attoast between two and three hundred men. The 'id Mas-sachu-eits were fir-d up.m from the dense pine woodsnear Drain*ville, and retreated. Afterwards eight of ourmen were found dead and seven wounded, while it is sup¬posed that at. 1< ast fifty or seventy five were taken prison¬ers.at least so many are missing, though, aa scatteringonea are rouung in from time to time, the number wiltdoubt) *¦ be eoi»> i lerahly reduced. Among the prisonersis Capt Manning, of Maine Cap* J. 8 Heed, the commander of tfte deiaehmei.t, was shot through the left lung,and died a few m menta after being wounded. M»«bybeat a piecipitate retreat Trttopa were at one* sent inpursuit o» the guerrillas, Wot ih- pursuing party has notyet been heard from.

The Hon Edward W. Whclpmcy, Chief Justine ofNew Jersey, died at Morristown on Sunday. He waa alivwver of high ability, of great force and deeisiou of cha¬racter, and waa universally esteemed throughout tbqStafe.


